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- Winnipeg’s Gray Academy marks
Wallenberg Day with Africa program

By MYRON LOVE
Prairies Correspondent

WINNIPEG — On Jan. 17, students grades 9
to 12 at the Gray Academy of Jewish Educa-
tion in Winnipeg joined communities around
the world n commemorating Raoul Wallenberg
Day with a day-long program focusing on
humap rights abuses in sub-Saharan Africa.

Joining the Jewish students at the school for
the day were students from nearby Balmoral
Hall, a non-Jewish private school, and South-
cast Collegiate, an aboriginal boarding school
i Winnipeg with which Gray Academy has had
previous joint programs,

In total, about 200 students took part in the
event.

“This program was inspired by [MP] Irwin
Cotler when he spoke to our students a few
years ago,” says Shelley Faintuch, director of
community relations for the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, who, along with assistant Nora
Sobel, did much of the organizational work.

“The goals of this conference were to bring
awareness to students about human rights issues,
and to empower students to undertake initiz-
tives and action plans.”

In 2001, Canada proclaimed Jan. 17 to be
Raoul Wallenberg Day to remember the
Swedish diplomat who is credited with saving
more than 100,000 Hungarian Jews during the
Holocaust.
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The Russians arrested him in Budapest on
Jan. 17, 1945. He disappeared into the Soviet
gulag and his fate is unknown.

The Gray Academy program began with an
overview of the situation in sub-Saharan Afiica

by Hamdesa Tuso, a visiting professor of con-

flict resolution at the University of Winnipeg.
Tuso, who is originally from Ethiopia, focused
on the legacy in Africa of colonialism and on
the effects of the Cold War and the rise of Is-
lamism.

Following Tuso’s introduction, students sep-
arated into different groups to hear about real-
life experiences of human rights abuses from
individuals living in Winnipeg who are origi-
nally from current and former African hot spots
such as Sudan, Somalia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone
and Congo.

After lunch, students gathered in the Berney
Theatre at the Asper Jewish Community
Campus, where they viewed A4 Good Man in
Hell, a documentary about Canadian general
Romeo Dallaire and the Rwandan genocide in
1994, In the documentary, Dallaire issues a
ﬂmdﬂnmm' g indictment of the United Nations and

world as a whole for doing nothing to st
the killing. < Y

Judy Dueck of Human Rights Information
and Documentation Systems then spoke to stu-
dents about different interpretations of human
rights and challenged them to take action on

_issues such as child labour in developing coun-
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| ibutes to Wallenberg were also hf:lfi in Montre-
o Stockholm, Paris, Tel Aviv,

Montevideo and Santiago.

tries and the problems of aboriginal Canadians,
The students then divided themselves into
four groups, each one charged with developing
a plan of action. At the end of the day, each
group presented its plan to the overall body.
~ Two groups proposed to tackle the situation
m the Darfur region of in western Sudan, with
one focusing on education, networking and
getting mformation out through the media, and
the other proposing fundraising projects and
that petitions be sent to MPs.
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In Buenos Aires, some 100 people — including Holo-

caust survivors, foreign dignitaries, local guliticians,
nd members of the local Islamic centre =

Jewish
gath-

ered Jan. 17 near a sculpture of Wallenberg to honour the

Swedish diplomat.
“The Shoah is not just the

tragedy of the Jewish people,”

Rabbi Sergio Bergman said. “It’s the tragedy of humanity,

and until every huma g
efforts won’t be complete.

n being understands this, Wallenberg’s



